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its forms), and secondly its occupancy of space. We are unable to think of matter otherwise than as existing in a particular region of space. I have already indicated some of the elements in the associated group of sensations which go to makeup our idea of space. A material object, then, is a combination of sensations in which the spatial sensations form one of the component parts. But, as I began by insisting, the primary distinction of matter is in the close and indissoluble association existing between its component qualities; and my present purpose is to show that it is just this indissoluble association which is the sole point of differentiation between matter and mind, between object and subject.
But, I shall be reminded, there is surely a further profound distinction. Matter is permanent, while sensations are ephemeral. Matter is, as Mill defined it, " a permanent possibility of sensation." Mind is a procession of sensations without any permanence at all. This is true, but the case is covered by my definition of matter as closely-associated sensation. I see before me a table. The bald sensations which I experience are simply a visual arrangement of colour and shade. If these visual impressions ended there, and called up no further ideas of any kind, we should say that the experience was subjective. But in point of fact that visual arrangement of colour and shade irresistibly suggests solidity, distance, hardness, resistance, utility, the name " table,1' and innumerable other qualities. So closely is the visual impression associated with the others, that it is impossible to imagine them dissociated. I cannot imagine that if I walked up to that table and rapped it, I should find no resistance to my knuckles. Yet if it did so turn out, I should promptly set down my visual impression as a mental hallucination. The sole difference between the two experiences, is that in the one the visual impression is associated in experience with other sensations (when it is termed matter), and that in the other it is not associated with other sensations,